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Price Bulletin 2023 is the 16" annual bulletin brought out by the
Directorate of Economics & Statistics, Meghalaya, Shillong. The main objective
of the Price Section of the Directorate is to collect primary data, compile and
publish the data in the form of Price Bulletin so as to enable the report to be made
available to the public from time to time. The Price Bulletin is a publication
containing the monthly average retail prices of both urban and rural centres which
has been identified for price collection. In addition, the annual average changes in
the price of 21 select commodities is regularly computed for every five years
(percentage increase over the previous year). In this publication, the years 2020-
2021 could not be computed due to the pandemic and hence the data is not
reflected in the table. Therefore, the data gap of two years has shown abnormal
increase and decrease of price data as the percentage increase/decrease is not over
the previous year but of three years i.e., 2019.

The Price Bulletin which was published in the year 2023 contains the
Wholesale and Retail Prices of urban and rural price centres of the year 2022. In
addition, the data on Consumer Price Index for Industrial Workers, Consumer
Price Index for Agricultural and Rural Labourers and Consumer Price Index for
Urban, Rural and Combined is also incorporated in the bulletin. The Price Bulletin
of 2023 has been compiled by the staff of the Price Section of the Directorate
based on the reports provided by the field staff posted in different districts and C
& RD Blocks of the state.

| would like to express my appreciation to the Price Section of the
Directorate under the supervision of the Research Officer for their tireless
diligence in the preparation of this bulletin.

I hope that this bulletin will be of immense use to policy makers, planners
and researchers and others who are interested in knowing the price trend of certain
commodities in the state.

Lastly, suggestions for improvement of the quality and contents of the
publication would be welcomed and highly appreciated.

A.M. Laloo

Director

Economics and Statistics
Meghalaya, Shillong
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Price Statistics is an important indicator of the changes in the general price level of essential
commodities in the state. The data on price statistics indicates the economic situation of the state
and thus plays an important role in the policy decision of the Government. Such policies have an
impact on the economic growth and development of the state. Collection and compilation of price
statistics on food and non- food items is one of the regular work programmes of the Directorate of
Economics and Statistics. Wholesale prices are collected from identified price centres in the seven
district headquarters while Retail prices are collected from both the district headquarters and rural
price centres by the staff of the Directorate in the District Office and by the Sub-Inspector of
Statistics who are posted in the Community and Rural Development Blocks of the state. The
monthly average for each centre is computed from the weekly and monthly price returns.

The following are the price data collected and maintained by the Directorate to be
incorporated in this publication:-

1. Wholesale Prices: - Wholesale prices of food and non-food items in Meghalaya are collected
from 7 Urban Centres namely Shillong, Jowai, Nongstoin, Nongpoh, Tura, Williamnagar, and
Baghmara. Prices of food items are collected on weekly basis while that of non-food items are
collected on monthly basis.

2. (i) Retail Prices (Urban): - Retail prices of food and non-food items for urban areas are also
collected from the 7 Urban Centres namely Shillong, Jowai, Nongstoin, Nongpoh, Tura,
Williamnagar, and Baghmara. The price data are collected on weekly basis for food items
including non-food items under heading Il (A) Fuel and Lighting and (B) Pan, Tobacco, etc.
Other non-food items are collected on monthly basis.

(i) Retail Prices (Rural): - Retail prices of food and non-food items for rural areas are collected
on a monthly basis from 23 selected Centres spread all over the state, namely, Ladrymbai,
Amlarem, Ummulong, Mawryngkneng, Mawngap, Mawshynrut, Pynursla, Mawsynram,
Mawkyrwat, Umsning, Byrnihat, Sohra, Mairang, Rongjeng, Songsak, Rongsak, Mendipathar,
Barenggapara, Chokpot, Rongara, Rongram, Dadenggre and Betasing.

The data collected by the price collectors from the urban and rural centres, in a prescribed
format prepared by the Directorate, is sent to the Price Section of the Directorate for
compilation. The compiled data is further broken up into monthly and annual retail and
wholesale averages and is published as a Price Bulletin annually. This Price Bulletin may be
used by Research Scholars, Line Departments, etc. Furthermore, the price data which is available
with the Directorate is also provided to the Army, other defense services and suppliers/
contractors on request as per their requirements.

3. (i) Consumer Price Index for Industrial Workers: Consumer Price Indices for Industrial
Workers which is compiled by the Labour Bureau, Govt. of India, is used for regulation and
determination of Dearness Allowance ( DA) for Central and State Government Employees and
Revision/ Fixation of Minimum Wages for different categories of labourers in the State with
2016 as the base year. The monthly All India indices is used for calculation of Dearness
Allowance (DA) and Minimum Wages. The current All India indices is converted to the Old
Base and the converted data is sent to Pay Revision and Labour Commissioner every 6 (Six)
months and to MeECL on their request.



(i) Consumer Price Index for Agricultural and Rural Labourers: The Consumer Price
Indices for Agricultural Labourers and Rural Labourers released every month by the Labour
Bureau, Shimla are compiled and presented in this Price Bulletin.

(iii) Consumer Price Index for Rural, Urban and Combined: The Consumer Price Indices
for All-India and States/UTs separately for Rural, Urban and Combined is being compiled by
the National Statistical Office, Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation. The
Consumer Price Index (Combined) is used for measuring inflation on a monthly basis (intra
temporal price comparison) with a significant lag. The Base Year for Consumer Price Index for
Rural, Urban and Combined is 2012. The monthly indices for Rural, Urban and Combined for
Meghalaya and other North Eastern States and All-India have also been presented in this
bulletin.









The price data as shown in the Price Bulletin are averages of prices collected from
different identified price centres on an annual and monthly basis and does not reflect the actual
price while centre wise prices are available in the Directorate. Therefore, discretion should be
applied while comparing the data in this bulletin. In retrospect, the price data of the commodities
only shows the price trends over a period of time and should not be construed as the actual price

of the commodities.

There are centres where prices reported are of only 10 to 15 items out of the total
26 items of the Weekly Wholesale Prices for food and 5 to 7 items of non-food items for certain
periods as the items were unavailable due to seasonality, infrastructural issues, unwillingness on
the part of the sellers to quote/ disclose the price of commodities. In addition, prices that are
collected in the rural areas are only retail prices while wholesale price centres are collected only
from the identified district headquarters of the state.

There are also other limitations pertaining to price collection such as lack of
sufficient manpower, changes of the market days on a weekly basis especially in the Khasi-

Jaintia Hills region and lack of robust data sharing mechanism.
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Table 2.1

Calculated on the average of both Urban and Rural Prices
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Fig. 2.1 Annual Average Retail Prices of 7 (Seven) Essential Commodities in Meghalaya



Table 2.2

Growth Rate
2017 2018 2019 2022 2023
34.45 35.16 37.39 40.17

SI. No. Commodity Unit

! Rice Kg 3325 1 (i361) | (+2.05) | (+6.36) | (+7.43)
2 Alta Kg 30.15 (igiig) (ié'.gi) (ig'.ig) (ffé?éz)
3 Moong Dal Kg | 10086 (-8191'3179) (igjg) (Jlég:g;l) (1+1c?7950)
4 Masur Dal Kg 84.48 (-71%.?;17) (?3.'9627) (+9fi.7778) (?Z.ﬂ)
T [ e [ [ se e
e [ [ [ [ pR S
7 Fish (Rohu) Kg | 19501 2%382‘; (1327 275) (ﬁ?é‘é) (ngfg‘;
8 Pork Kg | 24041 éf’_f; (Zfs?sss (fgg'.gé) (:)’:20731%
] oot <o | 2057 | 26763 | 28288 | 30879 | 433

(+6.81) | (+5.70) | (+40.98) | (+9.99)
Chicken 220.87 | 225.06 | 289.26 | 312.17

10 (Broiler) Kg | 21988 | o45) | (+1.89) | (+2853) | (+7.92)
| EgEam | Par | 23U | Wil | ooy | easan | o
12 Milk Ltr 56.84 (Eszafé) (filgi) (5122'?2) (1:53:22)
13 Salt Kg 18.31 éf.’gf) (flofols) (f;é%fz) (32133)
14 Onion Kg 34.84 (igigi) (fzﬁé.37lo) (4_1:.?:?21) (ji;%)
15 Green Chillies Kg 85.44 (83;;1) (}_(2);2;) (1+181.£?3 (1_'_1; 541)
16 Potato Kg 19.90 (4-2;69720) (?2.'33?) (+33069549) (?j's?g)
17 Tomato Kg 4350 (-31%.6;55) (fsgi.lzln (+5167'?555) (fgléi)
18 Cabbage Kg 28.09 (22723) (ig'.g;) (+33?6.2556) (ffd.ze?O)
19 Sugar Kg 47.15 (L-le?.'jg) (L-lg.'fg) (ig:gg) (ii:;g)
20| Cauliflower Kg | 4560 (ig:;g) (L-lg.'gzz) (+528é?§9) (:212?52)
o o ot <o | 27800 | 25784 | 31127 | 36789 | 37549

(+351) | (+8.14) | (+18.19) | (+2.07)

Figures indicate Percentage increase (+) and decrease (-) over the previous year except
for the year 2022 calculated on the average of both Urban and Rural Prices.

Note: Price Data for 2020 and 2021 are not available due to the Pandemic.
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Table 4.1

Old Base 2001=100
New Base 2016=100

Month/Year All India Indices
September,2020 118
October,2020 120
November,2020 120
December,2020 119
January,2021 118
February,2021 119
March,2021 120
April, 2021 120
May,2021 121
June,2021 122
July,2021 123
August,2021 123
September,2021 123
October,2021 125
November,2021 126
December,2021 125
January,2022 125
February,2022 125
March,2022 126
April, 2022 128
May,2022 129
June, 2022 129
July,2022 130
August,2022 130
September,2022 131
October,2022 133
November,2022 133
December,2022 132
January,2023 133
February,2023 133
March,2023 133
April, 2023 134
May,2023 135
June,2023 136
July,2023 140
August,2023 139
September,2023 138
October,2023 138
November,2023 139
December,2023 139

Source: - Labour Bureau, Government of India
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Base Year: 1986 — 87 = 100

Agricultural Labourers

Month/Year Meghalaya All India

General Food General Food
1 2 3 4 5

1996 256 264 249 253
1997 273 279 262 262
1998 302 311 287 293
1999 331 340 304 310
2000 343 348 307 307
2001 348 347 307 300
2002 347 340 315 309
2003 346 335 328 322
2004 355 346 337 331
2005 368 357 349 341
2006 397 385 372 366
2007 423 418 402 400
2008 459 462 439 440
2009 517 533 494 500
2010 553 563 553 562
2011 604 608 602 598
2012 670 667 652 638
2013 731 727 735 724
2014 785 778 788 768
2015 806 781 825 797
2016 847 818 864 837
2017 862 825 883 845
2018 901 869 900 844
2019 941 900 957 905
2020 1044 1004 1027 987
2021 1097 1039 1060 1002
2022 1139 1060 1129 1059
January 2023 1157 1075 1170 1096
February 2023 1152 1068 1171 1096
March 2023 1159 1077 1175 1098
April 2023 1166 1085 1180 1104
May 2023 1163 1081 1186 1112
June 2023 1171 1090 1196 1126
July 2023 1186 1109 1215 1152
August 2023 1205 1133 1224 1164
September 2023 1215 1145 1226 1166
October 2023 1234 1169 1241 1185
November 2023 1236 1169 1253 1201
December 2023 1237 1169 1257 1205

Source: - Labour Bureau, Government of India.
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Base Year: 1986 — 87 = 100

Rural Labourers

Month/Year Meghalaya All India

General Food General Food
1 2 3 4 5

1996 255 263 250 253
1997 271 278 263 263
1998 300 311 288 293
1999 329 339 305 310
2000 341 348 308 307
2001 345 346 309 301
2002 343 339 318 310
2003 344 334 331 323
2004 353 345 340 332
2005 366 356 351 341
2006 394 384 373 366
2007 422 417 403 399
2008 456 462 440 440
2009 513 531 494 500
2010 549 561 552 563
2011 600 606 602 599
2012 638 664 654 640
2013 726 723 735 725
2014 781 774 791 771
2015 807 779 829 802
2016 849 814 869 843
2017 864 822 889 850
2018 903 865 907 850
2019 941 895 964 910
2020 1041 999 1033 991
2021 1094 1033 1068 1009
2022 1132 1053 1141 1066
January 2023 1148 1068 1181 1103
February 2023 1143 1061 1182 1102
March 2023 1150 1070 1186 1105
April 2023 1157 1078 1192 1111
May 2023 1154 1074 1197 1118
June 2023 1162 1083 1207 1131
July 2023 1176 1102 1226 1158
August 2023 1194 1125 1234 1170
September 2023 1203 1136 1237 1171
October 2023 1221 1161 1251 1190
November 2023 1224 1161 1262 1206
December 2023 1225 1161 1267 1210

Source: - Labour Bureau, Government of India.
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